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Outline 
 Main aim and background 
 Output needs to focus on…(messages 

from interviews and workshop)  
 How does the European level use  

results from projects? 
 Dissemination: How are projects 

recognized at European level? 
 Lessons Learnt  



Aim 

 To add value to existing projects 
through sharing and building 
knowledge and to communicate these 
as a substansive block of evidence to 
inform policy makers 



Integrated knowledge  

CLIWAT 
DiPol 

C2CI 

Sawa 
Aquarius 

CPA 



Activities in the WaterCAP project 

 



The involved stakeholders 

 Interviews: 
 DG Env, DG Climate, DG Regio, DG Agri,      

DG RTD, COPA 

 Stakeholder workshop: 
 In Bruxelles 

 Content workshops on adaptation 
strategy, impact analysis and water 
quantity/ quality 
 ..  

 
 



Visible at several events 

 Green Week,  Blue Print Process, Green Week   
 Blueprint  process and posibly the Conference   
 Contacts to other CIS Activities (June..) 
 InterReg annual conference (June) 
 InterReg Commitee (september) 
 Cypres (October) 

 And all the time visible for the InterReg 
office  



We have learned that output needs to 
focus on...    
 Innovation 

 Innovative methods which works in practice and 
are repeatable   

 Economical benefits 
 For society and for multiple sectors  
 Job creation  

 Bridging the gap 
 Improving policy-science interface 

 
 



Hot issues at European level 
 Green Growth 
 Climate Change 
 What makes integration 

successful? 
 Cross sectorial solutions 
 “The first strength to be 

mentioned regarding WaterCAP 
is the close link it creates 

between the water sector and 
other sectors, e.g. agriculture” 

 Tania Runge, COPA 



 
 
How does the European level use 
research? 
 
 
 If research insights are needed, DG’s 

organize the project themselves.  
 Getting an overview on best data / results 

available, e.g. EU Adapt, WISE RTD 
    

 “When this project has tangible 
results that make my work easier, 

then I’m prepared to invest.” 
(Interviewee) 



 
Dissemination : How are projects 
recognized at European level? (I) 
 
 ”If the regional level likes our results we’ll 

hear from it” 
 It’s about right timing & events 
 We can by advantage link up to hot topics   
 

 
 



Dissemination : How are projects 
recognized at European level? (II) 
 Diverse foci, e.g. 

 Providing a good example for meeting 
European (legal) requirements 

 Showing our capacity to develop such an 
example 

 Demonstrating a method transferable to other 
examples  /and what are the barriers? 

 Giving policy recommendations 
“Think European wise, act 
regionally and bring back 

experience to Europe” 
Philippe Quevauviller, DG RTD 



Learnings for the projects I: 
 The research method have to be 

demanded besides being a sound 
method. 

 Be clear what we want: 
 Direct uptake of results in practical management? 
 Research funds for follow ups? 
 Influence on European policy design? 

 Decision makers have a strong interest to 
link up with the regional level, - so we 
have a good chance. 

 



“Projects need to trim out the hot air in their conclusions  
-evaluation of demonstrated benefits is key” 

(Interviewee, DG Env) 

Learnings for the projects II: 
 Our potential is reflected in our regional 

connection. 
 Regional / national acknowledgement of our results facilitates 

European uptake, - a new task which we have to deal with! 
 Messages have to come from multiple entry points. 

 And remember: 
  

 
 European policy makers want not 

recommendations but good arguments: 
 Specific, fact based, reliable, linked to regions 

 
 

 





What way to continue bringing in our 
learnings?  
 Invitation for end workshop in Bruxelles 
 Conference in Hamburg 

 
 

 For more: Facebook and 
www.watercap.eu 
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